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and preserve our resources

Teach them their District
and Tamil Nadu in depth
if you want them to take pride
in where they live and care for
it. Teach the District in Class
9, the State in Class 11, their
‘holiday’ years, when a few
minutes taken out of each class
will provide the extra time
needed to learn about District
and State. This was the sugges-
tion made by the Editor of Ma-
dras Musings while delivering
the Keynote Address at the re-
cent 31st Annual Geography
Conference of the Association
of Geography Teachers of India
(read ‘mainly Chennai’).

The subject of the Confer-
ence was ‘Chennai 2011 —
Your Vision’. Pointing out that
the other speakers, all eminent
Chennai Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority planners,
were all creators of plans for fu-
ture development of the City
and, in many cases, imple-
menters of those visions, MM’s
Editor warned that all their cre-
ations would come to nought if
there was no sustainability
thereafter. Creation is not dif-
ficult if there is the where-
withal, but sustainability and
maintenance are the most dif-
ficult things in the Indian envi-
ronment. An answer would
have to be found to ensure
both, if any vision of Chennai
2011 was to be meaningful, he
stressed. A solid foundation
must therefore be laid to de-
velop heritage and civic con-
sciousness, hg urged.

His own interest may be
man-made heritage, but over
and over again MM’s Editor
emphasised that heritage was
much more than that, it en-

compassed environmental

heritage, natural heritage, re-
source heritage, cultural heri-
tage, anything left to us by our
forefathers that we feel neces-
sary to leave in the best possible
condition for our children. All

‘@ by Our Educatlon
Correspondent

these aspects of heritage could
well vary from district to dis-
trict, the localities where the
young grow up and where, for
the most part, they remain
throughout their lives. But in

their totality, they are part of

the heritage and the wealth of
Tamil Nadu. It is to appreciate
this concept, to take pride in
where they live and to ensure
its protection, conservation
and sustainability that he was
making this suggestion, the
Editor of MM explained and
urged the Association to com-
mend it to the Education
Ministry if they believed there
was merit in it.

“Know your district as |
know Madras that is Chennai”,
that should be the aim, MM's
Editor advocated. Know its

(Continued on Page 6)
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That which moves s ... and 1 wlnch
doesn't on our roads

Owr Chennai... where that which is illegal has the manpower to move and
where that which is legal does not have the horsepower to get under way and,
therefore, cries for manpower. Two scenes on Chennai’s roads captured within

hours of each other by RAJIND N. CHRISTY. Does the stare of affairs in the

City need further comment?
A

OUR SECOND CLASS AIRPORTS

ome months ago, the then

Convenor of INTACH,
Deborah Thiagarajan wrote to
the Chairman, Airports Au-
thority of India, pointing out
that “it is depressing and hu-
miliating to enter India’s air-
ports... all our neighbours put
us to shame. Our airports seem
to want to reinforce the feeling
among all Indians and visitors
that all Indians, including the
people in charge, are truly sec-
ond class.”

She went on to add, “For 28
long years, I have been waiting
and hoping that someone with
authority would take action to

put in systems to turn India’s -

airports into visitor-friendly
places which reflect positively
on the country. I cannot be-
lieve that sustained daily clean-
liness of an airport can be so
difficult that the solution of
‘how to do it’ or the will to ac-
tion has evaded so many of our
bureaucrats for so many years.”

..and why they cannot
be made first class

She then offered some sug-
gestions to the Authority:

— If our labour and supervisors
cannot be made to work,
then send them out to the
parking lots to sweep and
supervise and bring in con-
tract housekeeping into the
airports. If you have to pass
an Act of Parliament to
contract out housekeeping,
then, please do so. Con-
tract the best local contract
firm in each city, not the
lowest tenders.

— Get the cleaning staff and
their supervisors properly
trained and work with them
as trained professionals.
Equip them properly. Get
them properly dressed.

— with long coats over their

sarees or salwars and rubber
gloves for bathroom work.
Call them ‘sanitation atten-
dant’ or something like that
so they have dignity. Give
everyone one space to be
responsible for totally, in-
cluding toilets, in each
person’s area.

— Have a plumber at the air-
port at all times.

— Make some toilets ‘dry toi-
lets’, with no tap, and put a
sign to the effect outside on
the door.

She recently received a re-
ply from the Member of the
Authority. He states that con-
tract firms had been utilised in
the past, but, “following a
Supreme Court judgement in
1996, that contract staff doing

work of a perennial nature
must be employees of the par-
ent department, in this case
AAJ; AAI has ultimately had
to absorb a few thousand per-
sons who were originally the
staff of contractors into AAl all
over the country.” So contract-
ing is out, he indicates.

He, however, points out
that AAI has taken up “the
phased renovation of the toilets
at the terminals at 30 major air-
ports. On completion of the
work within the next 9 months
“there will be cleaner, newer fa-
cilities to the users”. He also
states that AAI has started
training and motivational
programmes for the house-
keeping staff. He assured her of
AAI's ‘sustained efforts’ to
make our airports ‘showcases
to the world”, as Deborah
Thiagarajan wishes them to be.

-A Staff Reporter
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Voices in the wilderness of women's rights

With a wife and two daugh-
ters who insist on work-
ing after attaining rather greater
academic excellence than he did
and with an elderly maid of 15
years’ standing completing the
household, The Man From Ma-
dras Musings hears a lot more
about women’s rights than most
men. With all four of them more
than articulate, MMM is in-
formed of all these rights in no
uncertain terms.

Attempts to put that tragic
eve-teasing case in perspective
are shouted down. And let us not
forget there is a perspective
which, while outrightly con-
demning eve-teasing and de-
manding harsh punishment for
eve-teasers, could still ask
whether the death in this in-
stance was caused by a deliberate
act or through an accident as a
consequence of unchecked-by-
authority overloading of a ve-
hicle that was allowed to, again
unchecked, careen down the
streets. While the debate on this
gets under way. Police vigilance
has increased — - and this has had
the four taking .1p another aspect
of women's rigats. This time it’s
the right to talk to whom they
want where they want — and
they’re loud in condemning what
they call “police-teasing”, which
results when the occasional po-
liceman tends to go overboard...
as has been reported from time
to time since the drive against
eve-teasers began.

But it’s the extension of eve-
teasing, sexual harassment of
women at work and discrimina-
tion at the workplace, that’s got
The Man From Madras Musings
joining their clamour. Particu-
larly as much of the Chennai
Press has not thought it fit to fol-
low up an expression of anger
and bitterness five women law-
yers had given vent to recently in
that leading Tamil weekly
Kumudam.

Apology given

The interview in Kumudam
speaks of the crude physical
behaviour of sume male lawyers
towards women lawyers, it men-
tions the women not being given
a chance to tackle important
cases and it alleges that they are
not given much more work than
keeping the records in good or-
der. These allegations may or
may not be true, but they cer-
tainly warranted investigation.
Instead, the Women’s Lawyers’
Association felt there was no
substance in the allegations and
had the five apologise for show-
ing the legal profession in a poor
light.

Badri Sayeed, President of the
Association, thereupon resigned
and commented outspokenly on
the issue. She said, “In any pro-
fession, reports of bad behaviour
should not be swept under the
carpet. 1 feel it was too harsh to
ask these women to retract their
statements. How are we going to
attack discrimination at work if
we don’t in the first place take
cognisance of acts of omission.
To perceive discussions on the
issues as ‘misdemeanours’ only

means that we are unable to face
the problems. And without dis-
cussing them openly, we have
little hope of tackling them.
What hope is there then for bet-
ter treatment of women in the
professions?”

Whether the allegations are
true or not — and why not the
lawyers appoint a committee to
find out? — there is no getting
away from the fact that eve-teas-
ing, sexual harassment of women
at the workplace and discrimina-
tion against them in offices is a
part of life everywhere in the
world and a rather bigger part in
India. The Man From Madras
Musings does not believe that any
profession, association or institu-
tion can honestly and categori-
cally say that harassment of
women and discrimination
against them do not exist in their
midst. Whatever degree exists
needs to be rooted out and that is
why conducting a study or inves-
tigation is necessary in cases
such as this, not getting on one’s
high horse and taking umbrage.

Which tourism?

A recent headline, “Rames-
waram to be made tourism
cencre’, intrigued The Man From
Madras Musings for his view of
what is tourism is unlikely to gel
with the sanctity of a place like
Rameswaram. A little further
reading brought the discovery
that the official Tourist Depart-
ment view was that it should be
made into a ‘National Pilgrim
Tourist Centre’, But then itis al-
ready a pilgrim centre, consid-
ered one of the sacred cities of
India. So how much more ‘na-
tional’ and ‘pilgrim’ can you get.
Improving roads, amenities and
accommodation may be a great
— and much-needed help — to
the pilgrims that flock here, but
how do you make an already ex-
isting national pilgrim centre, to
which tens of thousands come
from all parts of India, into a ‘Na-
tional Tourist Centre’? Can bet-
ter-equipped Tirumala-Tirupati,
one of the country’s major pil-
grim centres, ever be made into a
‘National Tourist Centre’? The
official view appears to be that it
can be done — “to further boost
domestic and international tour-

: ”

ism”.
NRIs and Indians settled
overseas may come to Rames-
waram on pilgrimage — and
would welcome a much-im-
proved infrastructure. But few
other tourists from abroad and
fewer non-pilgrim travellers
from India are likely to seek
Rameswaram unless its sun, sand
and sea are exploited to develop
beach resorts. MMM has always
held that pilgrim centres and
tourism centres are two different
types of places — and ne’er the
twain shall meet. For beach tour-
ism, particularly, with its eat,
drink and be merry with less on
philosophy is not only unlikely to
be enjoyed by those seeking spiri-
tual solace but it is also likely to
irk them.

In this context, let’s by all
means develop a ‘National Pil-
grim TOURIST Centre’, then

let’s keep the pilgrim and tourist
far apart; let’s segregate the
seeker of sun, sand and sea to a
corner of the island, far from the
sacred areas and have strict rules
for them if they choose to enter
the pilgrim areas. It can be done
— and successfully at that,
MMM is confident, but it will
need a lot of careful planning,
not just a Government wish or

fiat.

Forgotten plans

When the case of Rameswaram
is studied, the plans for Mamalla-
puram — which never were
implemented — need to be
looked at as part of the learning
exercise, The Man From Madras
Musings suggests. Without even
a backward glance at those plans,
government has already begun to
talk of a ‘Special Tourism Area’
centred on Mamallapuram and
stretching on both sides of it
along the East Coast Road.

There is much to be said in
favour of this thinking, but be-
fore developing these ideas
further, MMM urges action on
two aspects of any such plan.
Namely,

— Taking a look at those sev-
eral plans drawn up in the
Seventies and Eighties for
Mamallapuram, including a

model plan by INTACH, de-
veloping them into ONE
plan and implementing
THAT plan to make Ma-
mallapuram a model beach
and heritage resort, with the
entire central portion cleared
of everything but the monu-
ments and a few tatsefully
developed amenities.

— Discussing the entire ‘Spe-
cial Tourism Area’ plan with
not only experts on the
Coastal Zone Regulations
but also with environmental-
ists, social workers, NGOs
like INTACH etc to arrive at
a consensus before any
implementation that might
run into protest, dispute or
litigation gets under way.

Once these are done, and
consensus achieved, Govern-
ment can get private developers
to go ahead with turning the
Mamallapuram Special Tourist
Area into an eco-friendly
morey-spinner for Tamil Nadu.

Endangered landmarks

hat a sorry state that

landmark on the Marina,
the Presidency College cricket
ground, is in. To sports lovers
like The Man From Madras
Musings, it’s the sorriest sight on
the Marina. Yet, once, when PR

Subramaniam presided over the
sports activities of Presidency
College, not only was it the fin-
est college cricket ground in the
City but it was also a lush sward,
every blade of it tended carefully
by ‘Subbu’ and his dedicated
team of groundsmen.

This was a ground on which
some epic matches were played.
And no doubt Madras Musings
will hear about one or two from
K N Prabhu one of these days. It
was here too — or nearby — that
the Madras Cricket Association
was proposed and, in time, devel-
oped, taking over the administra-
tion of the game in the City from
the sahibs. A ground fit to be
considered a heritage landmark,
the Presidency Grounds on the
Marina cry for restoration and
re-development as a lush green
turf that will add colour and ac-
tivity to the Marina. Or is there a
reason for this deterioration! Has
some Government department
got its eye on this historic prop-
erty, once part of the Chepauk
Estate of the Nawabs of the
Carnatic?

Also in need of prompt resto-
ration is Ripon Building, the
headquarters of the oldest corpo-
ration east of Suez. The City’s
municipal headquarters building
is one of the few buildings in the
City that gets an annual coat of
paint, its pristine white thus con-
tinuously being preserved. But
several chunks of the building
have been falling off and many
areas are sorely in need of repair.
A complete restoration, on
model lines — NOT as being
carried out at Police headquar-
ters — is called for and MMM
hopes His Worship will order it
to be carried out sooner rather
than later and urge his engineers
to take the advice of the Archae-
ology Department and others fa-
miliar with the classic methods
of restoration. (Also see page 3.)

[n brief

% ‘Leaf Life’, an exhibition held
at the Alliance Francaise re-
cently, was a model for getting
the young interested in the envi-
ronment, The Man From Madras
Musings was told. 1t demon-
strated what a teenager inter-
ested in the natural resources
about him could achieve; if there
is too much out there absorb,
concentrate on just one facet of
it, in this case the leaves of trees,
no two of which are alike. Sadly,
at the inauguration and in the
few days that followed, the visi-
tors to the exhibition were, by
and large, adults, MMM was told;
if only children had come, or
been brought in, in their num-
bers, it would have been a small
step taken in the right direction,
a step taken towards getting the
young interested in the environ-
ment and getting them to do
something about it.

* Prof. Josef James of Madras
Christian College has followed
up his earlier work on Painting
with one on contemporary In-
dian Sculpture, An Algebra of
Figuration, that discusses the

work of seven sculptors who be-
long more or less, to the Madras
Movement. The thought struck
The Man From Madras Musings
at the release function that it was
remarkably coincidental that the
most attention paid to the study
of Mamallapuram sculpture had
also been by two professors from
MCC, Michael Lockwood and
Vishnu Bhatt. With Lookwood
having left India, a discussion
between James and Bhatt on the
influence of Mamallapuram on
Cholamandalam would seem an
interesting evening, MMM feels.

Business briefs

%* Apollo Hospitals would like its
next big hospital to be in
Calcutta, The Man From Madras
Musings understands. It’s vying
with Infar (India) Ltd, a pharma-
ceutical subsidiary of a Dutch
multinational, for a 23-acre plot
in South Calcutta, where once
Jay Engineering manufacutured
the Usha sewing machine. With
the Usha unit in trouble, the
Shriram company’s plans for re-
covery include moving into the
space the Usha fan unit has and
selling this prime property
which, it figures, is worth Rs.40
crore but is offering for Rs.30
crore. Both Infar and Apollo —
which plans a 250-300-bed hos-
pital on the site at an investment
of Rs. 125 crore — are bickering
over the price and one suggestion
has been that they divide the
land between themselves and
meet the suggested price. MMM
is told that Apollo has been try-
ing for the past five years to set
up a hospital in Calcutta; a few
years back it had discussed a joint
venture with Duncan Industries
of the G P Goenka Group, but
those negotiations fell through a
couple of years ago. It doesn’t
want this second chance to slip
through its hands.

* Mallika Srinivasan of TAFE is
the first woman Chairman of the
Madras Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, a historic chamber
formed in 1836. Her father, A
Sivasailam of the Amalgam-

ations Group, had been Chair-
man in 1979 and 1980 and her

grandfather, S Anantharama-

krishnan, had been the first In-
dian member of the Committee
in 1953. Mallika Srinivasan, an
MBA from the Wharton School,
University of Pennsylvania, had
earlier been the President of the
Tractor Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion and the Madras Manage-
ment Association. The Man
From Madras Musings noted
with interest her comments on
the social responsibility of the
Chamber: “The Madras Cham-
ber should do something for
Chennai... Industry should sup-
port the efforts of the Chennai
Corporation in the upkeep and
maintenance of the facilities in a
city which has become an attrac-
tive business centre.” The
Chamber once played a major
role in the City; MMM looks for-
ward to a similar role being
played again.

— MMM
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Jack and Jill

I was amused and interested by an
item in Quizzin with Ramanan
(MM, July 1) which said that Bad
Stone Hill in Kilmersdon, Somer-
set, has been well immortalised in
the Jack and Jill nursery rhyme. I
wonder what his authority is for say-

ing so. The standard work on Brit- -

ish nursery rhymes — and one of
my most treasured books — is The
Oxford Dictionary of Nursery
Rhymes, compiled by Iona and Pe-
ter Opie and first published in 1951.
No mention of any Bad Stone Hill
is included in the entry concerning
Jack and Jill in it. One origin men-
tioned (but not accepted by the au-
thors of this delightful reference
book) has a Norse origin for the
rhyme, in which figure Hjuki (pro-
nounced Juki and which would
readily become Jack) and Bhill
(which, for the sake of euphony and
in order to give a female name to
one of the children, would become
Jill). Another interpretation, say
the authors, is mystic, for no one in
his right senses would climb to the
top of a hiil in the expectation of
finding a source of water.

MM readers, however, might be
more interested in the horror of
child sacrifice that lies behind the
apparently harmless and innocent
London Bridge is Falling Down
rhyme, since this has echoes in In-
dia and, in more recent times, dur-
ing the building of the famous
Howrah Bridge in Calcutta.

It will be readily understood
that in the days before the prin-
ciples of engineering were discov-
ered — which was not until the
19th Century — building a bridge
across a big river was a risky and sel-
dom successful enterprise. Sacri-
fices to the River Goddess would
therefore have to be made, and this
would seem to have been a very
wide spread practice, for the au-
thors of the Dictionary say that
when the building of the Howrah
Bridge was begun in 1872. “the na-
tive population feared that to pla-
cate the river each structure would
have to be founded on a layer of
children’s skulls”. Even more recent
and significant is a report in The
Hindu (July 28, 1997) of mob vio-
lence against supposed ‘child-ifters’
in Bangladesh after newspaper re-
ports that several hundred children
would be required for slaughter be-
fore commissioning the great bridge
over the Jumna. That bridge was
opened only last month.

Fraser, in his celebrated work
The Golden Bough, records thar all
over the world there were practices
in which people were built into the
foundations of bridges, and the
nursery rhyme records that the only
way to prevent a bridge being swept
away is to placate the River God-
dess with child sacrifice — hence
the “watchman” in the rhyme. It is
recorded that during World War I,
when the Bridge Gate in Bremen
was destroyed by bombing, work-
men found the skeleton of a small
child in the foundations. The prac-
tice was to put a child in such a cav-
ity with water, bread and a candle
and wall him up.

English nursery rhymes fre-
quently originated from practices
that even today would be consid-
ered unacceptably bawdy, and oth-
ers, like London Bridge, in hid-
cously evil and cruel primitive be-
liefs.

Harry Miller

3A, Satyanarayana Avenue,
Boat Club Road,

Chennai 600 028.

Cleanliness and Godliness

Due ‘for a clean-up? Tiru-
vanmiyur Temple'. Such a
move is a step in the right direction.
It is indeed sad to note that the up-
keep of temples is totally neglected
in the computer-world. We go for
easy money and forget totally about
the divine.

We go to the temple to get His
blessings and forget about cleanli-
ness. After all Cleanliness is next to
Godliness.

C.R. Krishnan

A-62, Ashok Nagar,

Sai Sadan,

Ghaziabad (U.P.) 201 001.

Much appreciated

thank MM for publishing on July

1, the story about Koothu-p-
pattarai and its founder N.
Muthuswamy.

I saw England and Macbett at the
Island Ground in the late eighties.
They deserve appreciation.

Such articles are not available in
any magazines or newspapers. They
only focus on films and film actors.
That is the fate of Tamil Nadu.

S. Velumani

No.72, IInd Street,
Thirumangalam Road,
Chennai - 600 049.

Equality, Indian style!

hat the so-called long arm of
the law our authorities boast of
is certainly not long enough

Clear footpaths to ensure
a ‘Singara Chennat’

come to the great metropo-

lis of Chennai almost every
year and stay for about one
month. 1 have noticed a lot of
changes, some of them truly
praiseworthy. I find a phenom-
enal increase in foreign nation-
als living here, which speaks for
itself. There is conspicuous im-
provement in the water supply.
The roads, generally, and electric
supply are also satisfactory.

However, there is one very
important aspect of the city life
which has deteriorated tremen-
dously. 1 refer to the appalling
condition of the footpaths,
which really do not exist.

About 40-50 years ago, 1 used
to break journey in Madras city
on my way home (in Kerala). 1
still remember with disgust how
the roads and footpaths were
covered with human excreta,
making it unusable by pedestri-
ans. As a result, I had developed
a dislike for Madras. But now I
am happy to say that this situa-
tion has improved to an extent.
But the condition of the foot-
paths and the roads is much
worse.

I find that the footpaths in
Chennai are totally unusable by
those for whom they are meant,
the pedestrians. I find their gross
abuse all over the city. There is
hardly a few yards anywhere free
from obstructions. The foot-
paths have become the most
convenient place to dump all
sorts of things and nobody seems
to give any thought to the conse-
quences. 1 find garbage and rub-
bish everywhere, whether a bin is
provided or not. Even where a
bin is provided, it remains
choked to capacity, spilling over
to the footpath and road causing
such obstruction and stench that
the pedestrian is compelled to
walk on the road with a handker-
chief on his nose. It is a sad

pointer to the civic sense of the
citizens of Chennai.

Then there are the builders
who seem to have acquired a
right to use the entire footpath
as well as large portions of the
road adjoining to the buildings
under construction, to store all
sorts of building materials. Some
of which, like iron rods, are posi-
tively dangerous to the unsus-
pecting and unfortunate pedes-
trian. They even use the footpath
as workshops to cut, bend, shape
etc. the rods, causing a lot of nui-
sance. Concrete mixing on the
road, using heavy machinery, is
a common sight near the build-
ings under construction. You
can well imagine the consequent
risks to the pedestrians who are
compelled to walk on whatis left
of the road, where modern, si-
lent, high speed vehicles run very
fast, driven even by teenagers.

Besides these, there are a host
of other obstructions. The ven-
dors of various commadities are
legion, occupying large sections
of the footpaths. The food ven-
dors especially are a nuisance as
they make the entire area filthy
by throwing leftovers, dirty wa-
ter etc., all over including the
road. They, with their numerous
customers, block entire stretches
of the footpath from dawn to
midnight.

Stray cattle, walking or sleep-
ing, are yet another menace.
Then there are some ‘enlight-
ened’ citizens who, perhaps, with
the misguided intention of keep-
ing illegal occupants at bay, have
resorted to the clever method of
fencing the footpath adjoining
their houses and converting
them into private gardens. These
are permanent and by the rule of
“right of ownership through pos-
session” might be claimed one
day as their property if only they
manage to vote the right person

to position to legalise their ac-

tivities — an extension of their

properties free of cost. A great
idea indeed!

Another abuse which I have
noticed is the use of the foot-
paths as cattle sheds, by the
houseowners or by their servants
or by ‘residents’ of the footpath.
Other people have made the
footpaths their ‘homes’, literally
living on them in thatched shel-
ters.

The list is endless. So let me
stop here and suggest some rem-
edies.

The Corporation should
— Declare all obstructions to-

tally illegal.

— Impose deterrent penalties
for violations.

— Collect fines on the spot.

~— Make it obligatory on the part
of the residents to keep the
footpaths adjoining their
houses free from any ob-
structions, and accountable
for any violations.

— Use force to enforce the law,
if necessary.

— Use the money so realised to
repair, maintain and beautify
the footpaths.

Further, if the rules could
also provide for steep enhance-
ment of the penalty, progres-
sively for each day of the violation
(doubling, if possible), I am sure
all the obstructions will vanish in
no time.

Will the Corporation take
these steps to ensure a ‘Singara
Chennai”?

K. Kochunny
‘Saikripa’

Pearson Palli (North)
Santiniketan - 731 235
West Bengal.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Excerpts
from a letter sent to the Com-
missioner, Corporation of
Chennai.)

The sad state the Presidency College cricket ground and its pavition (inset)

o,
Ryrads

are in today. Yet, it should be a landmark in Chennai. (Pictures by RAJIND N

CHRISTY.)
A threatened landmark

I am a nonagenarian. [ was one of those responsible for the formation of
the Madras Cricket Association (MCA, now TNCA) and the Corpora-
tion Stadium, now Nehru Stadium, and the turf pitches prepared there for
more than a decade. As the College's Physical Director, [ also prepared a
splendid turf wicket at the Presidency College ground for a Ranji Trophy
match when the MCC ground was unfit for play because of overnight rain.
It was a surprise to the cricket officials that we got Presidency College turf
ready in 3 hours! What are they now doing to that splendid wicket?

P.R. Subramaniam
No.8, Kennedy Ist Street,
Mylapore Chennai 600 004.

to reach some people is best
illustrated by the following
incident.

Atabout 1.50 p.m. on July 8th, |
happened to notice an “On tow”
van (TN-01-G-0523) frantically
looking for vehicles parked in “No
parking zones" on South Usman
Road (opp. Ranganathan Street).
When they almost pounced on a
white Ambassador car (1 have the
number with me) and were about
to tow it away, I was all praise for
their grit in enforcing discipline.
But, within seconds, they changed
their mind and towed away a deliv-
ery Tempo instead.

From a distance | could not
fathom the reason for the change
of decision, but a close look at the
white Ambassador revealed that it
carried a board “Bureau of Indian
Standards — Government of In-
dia”! Long live the Indian definition
of “equality”!

P.G. Menon

6, 12th Street
Nandanam Extwn.
Chennai 600 035.

Pictorial punishment

he unfortunate death of a col-

lege student due to eve-teasing
has brought this problem into focus.
Many cve-teasers are well-off (as
opposed to the lumpen elements) or
are well-connected. One way to
tackle this group is to catch a few of
them red-handed and publish their
photographs — along with their
names and addresses and possibly
their parents’ and employers’ —
prominently in half-page advertise-
ments in the city’s leading English
and Tamil newspapers. This may be
a far more effective method than
going through the process of pros-
ecuting them in the courts.

It is heartening to note that
there is at least one group that
thinks this is a good idea. Accord-
ing to a news item, the Tamil Nadu
Muslim Munnetra Kazhagam says,
“Apart from punishment to eve-
teasers, their photographs should be
publicised similar to the display of
the photographs of criminals”.

B. Gautham
122, Wallajah Road,
Chennai 600 002.
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® Why should the stu-
dents of the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology
(IITs) be educated at tax-
pavers' expense while the
country’s planners ne-
glect primary education
to a level that we have be-
come the ultimate illiter-
ate nation!

A recent issue of India To-
dav Taments the tighten-
ing of state tunds to the presu-
gious Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (HT<) and the resultine
problems that this is creating
tor the faculties and student
bodies. [rinvokes the evil inthu-
ence of the World Bank to sav
that Indian "cconomic manda-
rins” now consider hicher edu-
cation a “non-merit good” and
are withdrawing support 1o
these institutions.

The entire tenor of the ar-
ticle 1s that this is causing un-
necessary hardship. But noth-
ing has been said abour the
Jqualiny of students and man-
acement of these institutions,
which in mans wavs is appall-

dents have done little to serve
this country. Why then should
they have been educated at
taxpayers’ expense!

In 1993, when I went back
ro my alma mater, the students’
aroup which met me asked the
same question that my col-
Jeagues used to ask in the late
19605 “Do vou think there is a
challenge out there for such
highly trained technical people
like in India?” Nothing had
changed in 30 vears. The stu-
Jdents have sdill not understood
India.

What about those who
staved behind? Many tend o
migrate into higher paving,
non-technical jobs like man-
agement. The only people who
venerally tend o stav back in
technical disciplines are those
trained in computers and
clectroenics, because rapid
technical change has kept In-
dian industrialists on their toes.
The reason is simple. The long
vears of protection gave Indian
industry no incentive to pay
cood salaries to technical statt,
The people who managed

|

ine. [ am an alumnus of one of
the HTs mvselt, ver 1 don't
think HTs and their students
should be mollveoddled with
state subsidies.

The UTs were set up in the
fate 1950s and carly 1960s to
create a pool ot high quality
technical personnel.But over
the vears, what has this pool,
supported at raxpavers’ ex-
pense given to the countr!

In 1992-93, India’s Human
Resources Development Min-
istry was giving an annual grant
of about Rs 200 crore to all
HTs, according to India Today.
Theretore, in the three decades
of their creation, these institu-
tions have received at least a
tew thousand crore subsidy, if
not more. But a large propor-
tion of their students have gone
abroad. Where, of course, they
have done quite well.

Colleagues of my own batch
who had migrated to the US
have, as a group, become so
rich that they celebrated the
silver jubilee of their gradua-
tion in 1995 in the Bahamas. |
have no envy oif criticism on
what they did. But | just want
to point out that many [T stu-

® by Anil Agarwal

things vr fudeed accounts were
far more important.’

The biggest failing of HTs is
the culture they have bred
amongst their students. Every
students is acutely aware of the
fact that he/she is brilliant and
this breeds a conceit that is un-
paralicled. 1T teachers do pre-
cious little to temper this arro-
gance. Numerous people have
walked up to me after my lec-
tures to say that they never hire
T students because their work
culture is abysmal. They flit
from one job to another in
search of money or keep look-
ing for opportunities to go
abroad.

ITs have rarely attracted
poor students. So why should
middle-class  students  be
subsidised? 1 pay my taxes to
support the poor and national
causes, not to support the per-
sonal ambitions of the members
of the middle class. When 1
think back to my time, the fee
was only Rs 200 a year. It has
been recently raised to Rs
15,000 and is expected to go up
to Rs 20,000 soon. But India
Todav also tells us that each
undereradvate costs nearly Rs

Our OLD is of a ixpical Madras cometry buviad ground. Like all the others, animials have a field day, hmans wse it for
@ mudtinde of prrposes, and ehe dead are not allowed o vestin peace as the gooms have awhale of a time after the beveaved

leave the gromd.

THE
OLD...

Oy NEW is not of a we

H-tended garden o park with hundveds of mees but o
vl evound that's been made -« green haven throwgh pueblic commitment. The ."& THE
Kemmampet Hindu Buviad Grownd, behind the T" Nagar Bus Tevminus, is sall the
‘Corporation of Madvas's” properey, but it s looked after by the samaj of a particu-

NEW

Ly commumity and Exnova ntemnational. The vesudt is iunbelievable: an ousts i the midst of o filthy city,
o haven of peace midst chaos. The samai has built the lovels new praer hall seen belone eft, and mose aaeaies the commis-
sioning of the electvic crematorvivm. But it also makes swre those visiting this haven knew all about its activities, as the huge

tublet below, right, demonstrates.

As for the OLD. why dont't a groups of public-spivited citzens tuke o page out of the Kannampet book and convert this
evesore into something beantifid? Mavbe they too will be able to setan example o others. (Pictures and texr by RAJIND

N CHRISTY )
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! lakh a year. Yet it sl quotes
someone lamenting the hike in
fees: “So much for so little”

I felt a surge of anger on see-
ing this. Only an extremely dis-
honest, double-talking, pro-
rich government could have
support [ITs for so long
and neglected primary cduca-
tion to a level that we have
become the uliimate illiterate
nation.

The management of 1ITs
has also not been so great. The
total intake of undergraduate
students has remained art
around 1,500-2,000 since their
start. Basking in the luxury of
state funds, [ITs’ directors have

had no desire to see their insti-
tutions grow. 1ITs were ex-
pected to pull other “lowly”
technical institutions along
with them. But no such effort
was made cither.

Finally, eat us look at the re-
sources IITs sit on. IITs in
Dethi, Chennai and Mumbai
sit astride such prime property
which, if used properly, could
carn them all the money they
want. But few IIT directors
know anything about financial
managment nor does the fac-
ulty understand India’s eco-
nomics. [ have sat in on a few
selection boards for professors
of Ts and have always heen

appalled at the kind of projects
to meet the needs of the poor
the professors take up, often
funded by government agen-
cies. None of these projects
have any relevance to the in-
come needs of the poor.

I remain deeply proud of my
student days in 1IT-Kanpur.
The institution gave me pride
and knowledge. And I am
deeply grateful to all those pro-
fessors who gave me such won-
derful education. But I still do
not want a single rupee of my
taxes to support HTs. They are
quite capable of looking after
themselves — (CSE/Down
To Earth Features).
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o The scientist from Chennai

® The Editor of Eyelights, the
house journal of Sankara
Nethralaya, recently spoke toa
remarkable Indian, Dr. Ranga-
swamy Srinivasan, the man
who co-discovered excimer la-
ser corncal refractive surgery
which has allowed thousands
of people around the world to
see clearly without glasses or
contact lenses. This is a report
of that meeting in Chennai
where they talked about that
landmark discovery.

here are two breeds of sci-
entists, gencrallv speaking.
The first species includes add
the media happy and savvy
types who casily impress us
with their commanding pres-
ence and just that hint of a
scholarly air. The other kind of
genius is publicity shy and awk-
ward in general company.
These backroom boys are hap-
piest holed up in their labs,
comfortable in the company of
impersonal microscopes and
test tubes.
Dr. Srinivasan turned out to
be neither. Or a bit of both
mavybe?

Appearances are deceptive
and this could not be more true
than in the case of Dr.
Srinivasan. He could very cas-
ily have been R.K. Laxman's
Common Man. Dr. Srinivasan
was modest and mateer of fact
when talking about his work.
His answers were not only
laced with humour but re-
vealed a clear, ordered mind,
the hallmark of a man of sci-
ence.

This was the man who dis-
covered the photoablative cf-
fect of uleraviolet light. The
man whom millions of people
in over fifty countries around
the world have to thank for

helping them get rid of their
spectacles forever. Freedom at
tast from short sightedness.
This was Dr. Rangaswamy
Srinivasan, the father of
excimer laser PRK (photo-
refractive keratectomy)

Dr. Srinivasan started his
academic life in Madras in the
Sri Pennathur Subramaniam
High School and later went to
Loyola College where he gradu-
ated with a BSc Honours de-
gree from the University of
Madras in Chemistry in 1949,
In the USA he set about carn-
ing a Ph.D. degree in protein
chemistry at the University of
Southern California. He then
specialised in organic photo-
chemistry at the University of

was working on ultraviolet light
and its photochemical effects.
Ultraviolert light has the power
to alter organic compounds by
a process called photodecom-
position. This well-known cf-
fect was utilised by the com-
puter industry for creating
templates of the complex mi-
crocircuitry for silicon chips by
a technique called photolithog-
raphy. '

Among the manv sources of
ultravioler licht used in experi-
ments at IBM was the excimer
laser. A veritable ugly duckling
of its time, the first excimer was
a big monster of a machine
made in Germany. "It was ac-
quired by one of my colleagues
who discovered later that he

@ _Thanks to the Thanksgiving tirkey,

a _dragonfly and his_hair. Dr.

Srinivasan discovered that the excimer

laser could make cuts with a precision

at the level of microns... and . thus. d
new way to provide clarity of vision

was discovered.

Rochester, New York. After a
short stint at the institute now
known to us as the Bhabha
Atomic Rescarch Centre, Dr.
Srinivasan returned to the
USA to join the IBM Thomas ]
Warson Research Centre for
Physical Sciences in Yorktown
Heights, New York, where he
worked till his retirement in
1990. This research institute
was well known not only for its
favourable scientific environ-
ment but also for producing
five Nobel laureates.

Because of his interest in
photochemistry Dr. Srinivasan
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did not know what to do with
it," recalls Dr. Srinivasan, “so
he gladly handed it over to me.”
While working on higher
wavelengths of ultravioiet light,
such as those produced by the
excimer laser, Dr. Srinivasan
found to his astonishment that
not only was there a photode-
composition effect but a
photoablative effect as well.
The material exposed to the ul-
traviolet light emitted by the
excimer laser was slowly being
vaporised, vanishing into thin
air, all this occurring at a mi-
croscopic level. Magnified hun-
dreds of times the photo-
ablative effect of the excimer
laser looked not unlike an
atomic explosion complete
with a mushroom cloud, in
miniature of course. “1 first
tricd the excimer laser on bio-
logical tissue on Thanksgiving
Day and the most handy bio-
logical tissue available on that
day was the Thanksgiving tur-
key, a dish I was not particu-
larly fond of.” Dr. Srinivasan
later tried the excimer laser on
other tissues — a dragonfly’s
wing and even his own hair.
The effect was visually electri-
fying. The laser could make
precise cuts on a single hair
without damaging adjacent
cells. The precision was at the

Dr. R. Svintvasan, the Chennai
scientist, who has helped give sight 1o
thousands with his pioneering work in
the LS.

level of microns. He spoke
about his findings to his fellow
scientists at IBM. Initially scep-
tical, their doubts were Taid to
rest after further studies proved
Dr. Srinivasan richt. "My lost
of hair is partly due to the num-
ber of times 1 have had to re-
peat my experiment,” admitted
Dr. Srinivasan, a trifle ruefully.

[n 1983, IBM published Dr.
Srinivasan's discovery in its pe-
riodical news release. The story
was picked up by the media and
received much  artrention
around tae world. The natural
question now was how this et-
fect could be put to practical
use. “All surgical advances in
instrumentation have to do
with two procedures, namely
Cauterizing tissue or Cutting ts-
sue, concepts that were put for-
ward by Sushruta many centu-
ries ago. Laser 1s the newest
cutting instrument discovered.
Several trials to explore the use
of excimer laser on human tis-
sue were initiated including at-
tempts to remove atherosclero-
sis plaques on the arterial wall
in human cadavers. But none
of these really worked. Then,
through a mutual friend at the
Columbia Presbyveerian Medical
Centre, | got in touch with Dr.
Stepher Trokel the ophthal-
mologist.” After several trials
Drs.” Trokel and Srinivasan
were able to show the world the
eftect of excimer laser on hu-
man corneas and later its appli-
cations in correcting refractive
error such as myopia by remod-
elling the corneal surface.

Until then, the treatment of
myopia had been the well es-
tablished glasses and conrtact
lenses. Glasses were cosmeti-
cally unacceptable and contact
lenses were difficult to wear
and a nuisance to maintain.
Many centres around the world
were offering a surgical alterna-
tive called radial keratotomy or
RK, first popularised by the
Russian ophthalmologist Dr.
Fyodorov. Although by and
large successful, RK was still a
surgery and had its attendant
occasional untoward result and
complications. With its virtu-
ally non-surgical, sate and ac-
curate method of correcting re-
fractive error, excimer laser
PRK quickly became the talk of

the world's ophthalmic com-
munity. With intense public in-
rerest in this new treatment,
PRK spawned an industry that
is now worth billions of dollars
worldwide. “There are about
2200 excimer machines around
the world today with about 600
in the US alone,” said Dr.
Srinivasan. The first modern
excimer laser machine for per-
forming PRK was introduced in
India by Sankara Nethralava in
late 1993,

“Unfortunately excimer la-
ser machines are outrageously
priced,” deplored Dr. Srini-
vasan who found this commer-
cialism upsetting. “Cheaper
maodels can be made in India as
the country is technologically
capable with no dearth of ‘su-
per-smart” people. The patent
held by Dr. Trokel is valid in
the USA only.”

Ophrthalmologists today
continue to scarch for pertec-
tion with their sights set on a
world free of refractive errors.
Excimer laser PRK and its re-
finement LASIK (Laser As-
sisted In Situ Keratomileusis)
comprise the state-of-the-art
treatment for the correction of
mvopia and other refractive er-
rors, ushering in new vistas in
the fast developing speciality of
retractive corneal surgery.
With LASIK, recently intro-
Juced in Sankara Nethralaya,
higher degrees of myopia,
hvperopia and even astigma-
tism can be corrected with a
areat Jegree of accuracy.

In 1998, Dr. Rangaswamy
Srinivasan was chosen by the
American Physical Society for
one of its highest honours in
the field of biological physics
“for the development of an un-
derstanding of the effect of in-
tense ultraviolet light on bio-
fogical materials leading to an
ability to “Photocetch” tissue
surfaces precisely and safely,
and for his role in developing
applications to medicine in
angioplasty, ophthalmology
and dermatology.”

Dr. Srinivasan's discovery of
1983 now belongs to the world.
But the man who virtually in-
vented excimer laser surgery
does not rest on his laurels. Dr.
Srinivasan has moved on to
newer interests in the field of
genetics. By virtue of its preci-
sion cutting abilities, the
excimer laser has found novel
applications in cellular surgery,
in vitro fertilisation, DNA frag-
mentation, genetic engineering
and even cloning.

Notwithstanding his new
found love in genetics, does Dr.
Srinivasan still continue to
keep track of his initial interest
— PRK?

“Of course,” he said without
hesitation, “it’s my baby.”

Courtesy: Eyelights,
Sankara Nethralaya
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Quizzin'’
with
Ram’'nan

Quizmaster V.V. RAMA-
NAN’S questions are from
the period July 16th to 31st.
Questions 16 to 20 pertain to
Chennai.

1. Who is the author of the con-
troversial Marathi play Mee
Nuthiram Gaodse Boltoy?

2. Which Roval familv's remains
were laid to rest in the family
cemetery SO vears after they were
murdered?

3. Nelson Mandela tied the knor,
on his 30th birthday, with Graca
Machel on Julv 18th. Of which
country was she the tormer First
Lady!

4. Which Pacine island was rav-
aved by o sumami which lett
nearly 1500 people dead?

3. Who caprured the British
Open eolt crown on July 19th!?
0. Which was the onlv eold won
v India at the recently con-
chuded Asian Track & Field
meet in Fukuoka!

7. Name the director o such hits
a Thevar Magan and Vaishali
who passed awav recentlv.

S, Name the onlv Indian com-
pany ficuring in the global top 50
‘Chemical Producers” Club.

9. Who was voted the Most
\aluable Plaver of France 08!
IO Olvmpian MK Kaushik s
the new...!

'L Who has been chosen tor the
Rs. 2.5 Lakh Rajiv Gandhi
Sadbhavana Award!

12. Name the colder cousin of El
Nino that is threatening global
weather patterns,

15. TH coincide with which
cricketing levend's sesquicen-
tennial hirth anniversary was the
Diana Memorial match plaved
on Julv 1Sth?

[4. A starute to set up an inter-
national war crimes court was
adopted on Julv 17th. Where will
the court sit!?

[3. Name the U.S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State who made a hich
profile visit to India.

J6. Name the ¢irl whose death in
Chennai, as a result of eve-teas-
ing, sent ripples across the coun-
try.

17. The platinum jubilee celebra-
tions of which service orea-
nisation was inaugurated by the
First Lady, Ms Usha Naravanan,
on July 30th!?

18. The closure of which school
fed to a clash between the man-
avement and parents, thereby at-
tracting much media attention?

19, Deepak Banker, chairman of

Kunal Engincering, has been
awarded the hichest civilian
honour of which European coun-
try!

20. Name the city-based mission-
arv-social worker awarded the
Chevalier de la Legion D
Honeur by the French Govern-
ment.

(Answers on Page 8)

chcn sculptors associated
with the Cholamandalam
school — S. Nandagopal, P.S.
Nandhan, S.G. Vidyashankar
Sthapathy, P.V. Janakiram, C.
Dakshinamoorthy, S. Dhana-
pal, and S. Paramasivan, exhib-
ited their work at the British
Council recently when Joset
James' review of their work,
Contemporary Indian Sculptire:
An Algebra of Figuration (OUP)

was released.

His book, profusely “illus-
trated, contains a major essay
and interviews with the seven
sculprors. Ot the  book,
E. ALKAZI writes:

‘mecssm' Joset James pre-
sents a provocative and chal-
lenging thesis about trends in
contemporary Indian sculp-
ture, particularly that of the
southern region of the subcon-
tinent. He sees these in the
context of a sculprural tradi-
tion that eoes back over two
thousand vears and is still vital
and  widespread. Thouch
mainly ritualistic, this radition
remains relevant to a much
larger constituency than that
enjoved by exponents of the
comparatively recent urban
modernism that has been basi-
cally western in its inspiration
and limited in its impact.

However, he finds in che
works of the seven sculprors
Jdealt with in this book what he
refers to as a ‘distinctively pic-
torial"and ‘frontal” approach by
means of which, he believes, a
link has been established with
the ereat radition of indie-
enous sculprure.

I this succinct vet wide-
rane:ng survey, Professor James
discusses the seminal influence
of the sculpror, Dhanraj
Bhagat, whose pictorial ap-
proach was enlivened with 'in-
timations of a metaphysical
subject martrer’. He charts the
course of Bhagat's sculptural
concepts as they were atfected
by the explorations of the
Spanish artist Julio Gonzalez,
on the one hand, and the Brit-
ish sculptor, Henry Moore, on
the other, whilst his own deli-
cate drawings evoked the
sumptuous austerity of the
Pallava and Chola draughts-
men of the south.

Protessor James' theories
emerge out of a careful scrutiny
of the practice of some of the
most significant practitioners
of the craft in India and abroad

dagopal at work
in the last fifty years. The inter-
views with seven Indian sculp-
tors are delicately probing and

offer many startling insights
into the often mysterious and
instinctual processes of creativ-
ity. There is a sense of quict
self-assurance and clarity of
purpose in the responses, hased
on the long and sound tradition
of craftsmanship; but also one
of self-questioning and unease
in the face of global changes
and the assault through the
mass media.

This hook is among the first
of such scrupulous and care-
fully reasoned studies thar the

PV Junakivam's Eagle

complex contemporary art
scene in India demands. It pro-
vides fresh and exciting in-
sights into contemporary cre-
ative practice and it clears the
ground of many misconcep-
tions. [t makes the viewing and
study of art objects an intellec-
tually and spiritually life-en-
hancing experience.

® Josef James says: This book focuses on the
work of a group of sculptors who have succeeded
in making an important distinction in contem-
porary Indian sculpture. They have established a
sculpture which is significantly at variance with
mainstream Western sculpture. They have
brought forward the pictorial which has
characterised traditional Indian sculpture both at
the classical and foik levels over the years. That
they were able to accomplish this against the
strength of contemporary critical schools makes
the achievement considerably significant.

The development which these sculptors had
advanced started in the late fiftics, in the context
of the Madras Movement. The Movement pro-
claimed an art that was “Indian in spirit and
world-wide contemporary”. It has taken forty
years for the development to arrive at the present
state of pictorial realisation, from the initiatives
taken in the fifties at Madras. The work and de-
liberation connected with it took place mostly at
the Government College of Arts and Crafts,
Madras, where the sculptors had been at work
cither as students or as teachers. Some of it spilled
over to Cholamandalam Artists’ Village where
three of them settled after their college days.

The cover of Jusef Jumes' latest book
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(Continued from Page 1)

history, its gcography, its natu-
ral and man-made features, its
resources tapped and un-
tapped, its traditions and cus-
toms, its Jocal cultural forms, its
people and those whom it has
viven the State and the Nation,
what makes it tick, what it
lacks and what it needs. It is
that knowledge which will en-
gender pride and lead to
sustainability and mainte-
nance, he felt.

To attain this goal, the Dis-
trict and the State must be
taught in detail in schools. And
as soon as possible if 2011 is
when we wish to reach
sustainability. Theretfore, advo-
cated MM’'s Editor, use the
comparatively ‘casy’ years of
Classes 9 and 11, when some
maturity has also been attained
by the students, to detail this

knowledge to them throughout
the State. This would need a
detailed story in word and pic-
ture of eazh District and one
for the State. e would need
them in English and Tamil.
And, when asked about it fater,
MM's Editor said, it could be
taught by any teacher, not nee-
essarily a Geography, History
or Social Studies teacher, but it
must he a person interested in,
knowledgeable about and car-
ing for the District besides be-
ing willing to make the study
project- and outdoors-ori-
ented. And if a good mark in
those courses is linked with go-
ing up to the public exams’
classes, maybe we'll get some-
where, he told this correspon-
dent.

Later, addressing an
INTACH group focussed on
education, MM’s Editor re-
peated this sugegestion and was

[ERE BE LIGHT

olad to hear that it could well
be the basis for a workshop at
which INTACH would try to
evolve a more detailed sugges-
tion to make to the Govern-
ment. Butr at the INTACH
meeting it was also pointed out
that INTACH should look at
more immediate ways to spread
the message and, particularly,
to a wider audience beyond the
schools. '

Spreading the word, getting
across the knowledge of one’s
immediate areca, however, is
the only way to create local in-
terest in one's surrcundings
and ensure some level of
sustainability and mainte-
nance, MM’s Editor is con-
vinced. He hopes that will
happen sooner rather than
later. That should have been
the Sustainable Chennai
Project's first priority.
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Art and Nudity were very
much a presence in
Chennai this July. First, there
was Gitanjali Kolanad’s pertor-
mance Walking Naked, based
on the 12th Century South In-
dian woman saint Mahadevi
Akka which used some inter-
esting puppets, including one
cast in ice! Then there was the
highly touted Mumbai version
of Art played in true Mumbai
Parsce theatre style. And then
there was an exhibition of
‘Nudes’ curated by Ranvir
Shah at the Apparao Gallery. It
was also a month of theatre ac-
tivity. Two of my productions

Ranvir Shah crovating the nude

went on the boards — Lawgh-
g Wild, with Kaveri Lalchand
was part of the activities staged
by the Madras Players around

here was a lot of brilliant

football in the World Cup,
there was the challenge-less and
suspicious eclipse of Brazil but,
above all, Le Monde ’98 saw
what one commentator de-
scribed as “The rise of the fall
guy”. Indeed, all the theatrical
tumbling we saw would have
helped enliven even the theatre
of the absurd! Yet, making all the
field a stage did nothing to im-
prove the game.

But while trying to discover
the truth between an unfair
tackle and a deliberate dive could
tax the wisdom of the wisest of
referees, there was yet another
infringement which players kept
getting away with more fre-
quently and certainly marred the
game more decidedly. And that
was all the shirt-pulling and
armholding that went on, Why
referees were reluctant to take as
much action for such offences as
on the few occasions they did for
illegal tackles and fewer occa-
sions they did for theatrical per-
formances is beyond the ken of
The Comer Flag. But one thing
is clear, shirt-pulling and arm-
tugging must be declt with even
more severely than anything but
the deliberate, go-for-the-legs
tackle. Hockey has managed to
handle the situation well. Why
can’t football?

The Corner Flag's answer to
such offences is brutal. The first
time a player is caught pulling a
shirt, tugging an arm or making
a tackle that does not touch the
ball, he should be OUT. A
couple of players thrown out of a
match like the that will soon
bring football back to the days of
Stanley Matthews, Ferenc

Let’s put a stop
to theatre
on the field!

(By the Corner Flag)

Puksas, Johann Cruyff and Pele.
The covert illegal activities will
undoubtedly continue to be
tried, but there’ll be much less of
all that and certainly nothing of
the overt action.

[t must be stated that such
theatricality is not confined to
the fields of the muddied oafs.
You also find it on the pitches
occupied by the flannelled fools.
There is an increasing amount of
theatre being seen whenever an
Ibw decision is given and not a
little when there is a catch be-
hind. Here too, The Comer Flag
thinks some brutal action is
needed to get a move-on with the
game.

The Corner Flag has sug-
gested this before and repeats it
again. To stop these [bw debates
there is only one way. A batsman
is given a bat to hit or play the
ball with. His feet or arms, pads
and gloves are not meant for that
purpose. In these circumstances,
a batsman should be declared
OUT every time the ball hits his
feet, legs or pads from the knce
(guard) down, and (2) every
time the ball hits his forearm,
hand or gloves. Mere striking of
any of these areas if declared out
will put an end to much of the
theatre on the pitch and will help
cricket become a faster game.
And if a refinement is wanted,
two parallel lines from the out-
side of the outer stumps to a yard
beyond the batting crease (like a
batter’s box in baseball) could
help define the area where a ball-
hit will command the call ‘out’!

Absurd, did someone say? No
more absurd than all the theatre
we are seeing on the fields of
sport today.

1erab
f nudity

the month-long retrospective
of Vishwanadhan's works at
the Lalit Kala Akademi and Do
the Needful by Mahesh Dattani,
which we staged at the Mu-
seum Theatre. Boardwalkers
also staged a mini shore play
festival of five plays by five di-
rectors — Pravin, Amaren-
dran, Michael Muthu, Sushma
Ahuja and myself.

But coming back to Ranvir
Shah's ‘Nudes', at first glance
the show, though hung in true
Ranvir Shah style, left me with
a sense of ‘so what else is new”.
Most people 1 spoke to didn’t
quite know what to make of it
— it didn't satisfy the voyeur in
you nor did it have Ranvir's
usual flair for pushing things
over the top. On crosen look,
however, the show carried a
sense of the vulnerahility that
nudity brings. The raw vitality
of Laxma Goud and the blatant
sexuality and humour of
Natesh were on display. The
three canvases of Hong Kong-
based Anjali Sowani took on
new meaning when you learnt
that they were based on the call
airls of Hong Kong. That the
single work of Ara was valued
at Rs.4 lakhs was a total shock.

I liked the show on a per-
sonal level because it repre-
sented a finesse and style that
is entirely Ranvir. [ have
known Ranvir from his teens
and he always had that feel for
texture, colour and form. [ re-
member when, after a trip to
Mumbai where he had met
Shyam Ahuja who was just be-
ginning to make waves with his
dhurries, Shyam had told him
that black and white could
never be chic or elegant.

«Ranvir set out to prove him
wrong — the result was

A Sowza oil on canvas that attractec attention

Ranvir’s bedroom done entirely
in black and white. It should
have made it to the pages of
Inside Outside!

In a free-ranging conversa-
tion with Ranvir (and it was
not a bitch session), he ex-
plained his passion for the arts.
As the curator of ‘Nudes', he
fele that nudity in India, espe-
cially in the metros, was sonie-
thing you only caught glimpses
of — the sight of a woman
bathing in the slums, a crack in
the bathroom door, the curve
of a woman'’s breast through a
wet choli. Yert, India has cel-
chrated the naked human body
over the centuries in our
temple art, so why the sudden
prudery when Penthouse and
Plaxboy were common coffee
table magazines. He was quick
to point out that curating can
only bring out a perceived per-
spective. He pesed the ques-
tion, “If someonc like Chandra-
lekha were allowed free access
to the bronzes and sculprures
available in the Governiment
Museum, surely wouldn’t we
have a show that would meet
international standards” |
couldn’t agree with him more
as the bronze gallery at the Mu-
seum cries out for the touch of
a good curator.

Over the vears, Ranvir has
come to wear many caps. As a
director, his Monkey Grammar-

iun by Octavio Paz and his
Vileam Seth Retrospective stand
out. His tlair for colour and tex-
ture in fabric have adorned
many a show. His dress sense
(which sometimes can be out-
rageous) has carned him the
name of ‘Stvle Guri' and his
work with the Citizens’ Run
has brought him the title of the
King of Fund Raisers. For the
last run he single-handedly
raised over seven lakhs!. An
avid reader and art cellector,
Ranvir's house has become the
venue of delightful ‘salon’ eve-
nings where, sprawled out on
ca pets, cating vanilla icecream
covered with the liqueur of
your choice, topics could range
from the avant garde artists of
New York, Mumbai and
Chennai to serious plans on
how to clean the Cooum.

For Ranvir, the arts are an
essential part of his psyche.
When he is not pursuing his
garment business, he devotes
long hours on things as diverse
as curating his next shows on
mythology and portraicure and
his dream to produce Girta
Mechta's book Snakes and Lad-
ders as a rock opera!

And so, while ‘Nudes' may
not have evoked the response
it was expected to, the quintes-
sential Ranvir will have to wait
till his next show.

— Mithran Devanesan

Till August 19th : An exhibition
of the work of Paritosh Sen (at
the Apparao Galleries).

August 19-22 : ‘Fritz Lang - Film
Images Example’. A photo-exhi-
bition about the work and lite of
Fritz Lang (1890-1976), one of
the most important and influen-
tial film directors of Germany be-
tween the two Wars (at the Lalit
Kala Akademi).

August 19 : *An Outline of Politi-
cal Ethics for the 21st Century’.
A lecture by Prof. Dr. Vittorio
Hosle. After being an Associate
Professor at the New School for
Social Research in New York in
1988, he had a tenure in philoso-
phy at the Ruhr University of
Essaen in 1988. Among numer-
ous publications, his book Morals
and Politics (1977) has gained
much acclaim. He discusses the
problems brought about by the
modern natural sciences and ap-
peals to the politically interested,
politically active and politically

responsive citizens to seek a sys-
tem (an order) or moral prin-
ciples which should be hased on
political acts. (At Max Mueller
Bhavan, 6.00 p.m.)

August 20-24 : The Max Muller
Bhavan presents a retrospective
of Fritz Lang films (at the Film
Chamber Theatre, daily 6.30
p.m.).

August 20: The Weary Death
(b/w, silent, English text insert).

August 21: M (b/iw, English
subtitles).

August 22: The Nibelungen -
Pari-1 (b/w, silent, English insert
text).

August 23: Dr Mubuse - The
Gambler (b/w, silent, with music,
English insert text, 4.15 p.m.).
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Dr Mabuse - Inferno of Crime
(6.30 p.m.)

August 24: The Testament of
Dr Mabuse (b/w, English sub-
titles).

August 23-30th : An exhibition of
the work of Reddappa Naidu (at
the Apparao Galleries).

August 25 : Madras English Asso-
ciation meets to discuss ‘The
Century Drama’ with readings
from Tom Stoppard’s The Real
Thing (British Council, 3-5 pm).

August 28: ‘City of the Future —
Future of the Cities’ by Tara
Murali. (At the Max Mueller
Bhavan, 6 p.m.)

A curtain-raiser for the sym-
posium entitled *Sustainable Ur-
ban Development’ scheduled to
take place in October.

September 2-9th : *Myths’, anexhi-
bition (atthe ApparaoGalleries).

September 6: Raga — In Search of
Femininity. At Music Academy.
Concept & Choreography by
Chandralekha.
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ince the Ravi Shastri-
\.J Maninder Singh combina-
tion in the late 80s, no left arm
spinner has found a settled
place in the Indian cricket
team. V.Raju looked like estab-
lishing himself, but was
dropped for inconsistency.
Utpal Chatterjee and Nilesh
Kulkarni have come and gone.
It is now Rahul Sanghvi’s turn.
But waiting in the wings is a
highly talented leftarm spinner
from Chennai who can also bat
better than all but Shastri.

Murali Kartik, a 21-year-
old, plays for Railways in the
Central Zone Ranji Trophy
league. Before moving to Delhi
on his father's transfer in 1992,
Kartik had represented the
Tamil Nadu Under-13, U-16
and South Zone U-13 in the
national championships. En-
couraged by his father, R.
Murali, Kartik joined coach
Mohammed Igbal’s local clinic
in his carly teens. Kartik repre-
sented Book Sellers in the
fourth division while still in
PSBB school.

When Kartik joined SAI
coach Gurcharan Singh at the
National Stadium in Delhi, his
medium pace was converted
into spin as it was felt his short
height did not suit medium
pace. Kartik the spinner imme-
diately began to catch every-
one's attention with his impres-
sive performances and, over
the next few years, found him-
self in the Delhi U-16, U-19

and North Zone U-16 teams.

“Going to Delhi was a blessing
in disguise”, Kartik feels today,
after practising and training
alongside such cricketers as
Kapil Dev, Maninder Singh,
Kirti Azad and several other
national and international
cricketers. Says his father, cur-
rently Assistant General Man-
ager, Bharat Overseas Bank,
Chennai, “Kartik was fortunate
to be exposed to such an atmo-
sphere at a very early age.”
Kartik’s consistently rich
hauls impressed Bishan Singh
Bedi, who began to take a spe-
cial interest in finetuning his
skills. Despite his bagful of
wickets, Kartik found himself
feft out of the Delhi Ranji
squad. An angry Bedi ensured
that Delhi's loss would be the
Railways’ gain. Selected for the

wicket-taker and won many a
match for his sides.

Kartik’s talent was recog-
nised by the National Selectors
when he was sclected for the
India ‘A’ team to play the visit-
ing South Africans in 1996, but
he was confined to the reserves
bench. His biggest moment had
come earlier that year when
India U-19 coach Madan Lal,
noticing his talent, called him
to play the third and final “Test’
against the South Africa U-19
team at Kanpur. Already down
0-1, Kartik helped the home
team thrash the tourists by 169
runs to level the series 1-1, re-
turning figures of 4 for 40 and
3 for 30. In the ensuing one-
day series, India U-19 won con-
vincingly 3-0, thanks to
Kartik's three-wicket hauls in

Railways U-19 side, before long
he was in its Ranji team.

The B.Com. (Hons). stu-
dent from Hindu College,
Delhi, has toured England
three times with private clubs.
In 1994, he visited England
with Gurcharan Singh’s Delhi
Blues captained by Maninder
Singh. In 1995 he toured with
Kailash Ghattani's Star CC. In
1997, he toured with Bishan
Bedi’s team captained by Rahul
Sanghvi, whom he considers
his best friend. The England
trips have taught him to play in
varying conditions. On each
trip, he emerged as the leading

o by G. Krishnan

Answers

. Pradip Dalvi; 2. The
Romanovs of Russia; 3. Mozam-
bique; 4. Papua & New Guinea; 5.
Mark O'Meara; 6. Women'’s 4 x
100m relay; 7. Bharathan; 8. Reli-
ance Industries; 9. Ronaldo; 10.
Coach of the Indian men’s hockey

team: 11. Sunil Dure; 12. La Nina;

to Quiz
13. Dr. W.G. Grace; 14. The
Hague; 13. Strobe Talbott.
%k %
16. Sarika Shah; 17. Guild of

Service; 18. Ramakrishna Mission
School {North) at T'Nagar; 19.

France; 20. Rev. Fr. Pierre Ceyac.

each of the first two games be-
fore retiring from the third.
Though Tamil Nadu leg-
spinner W.D. Balaji Rao
claimed the most wickets in the
entire series, it was the left arm
spinner who walked away with
the honours, earning praise
from Madan Lal and his South
African counterpart, Stephen
Jones. Remarked Madan at the
end of the series, “Balaji is very
talented, but still has to learn a
great deal about leg spin. On
the other hand, Kartik bowled
more intelligently and never al-
lowed the South Africans to re-
lax.” Stephen Jones felt “Kartik
made a big difference. Our boys
could play Balaji Rao more
comfortably than Kartik and, in
our team meetings, more time
was spent discussing ways to
counter Kartik’s bowling than
anything else. The boys could
not figure him out.”

Kartik made his Ranji Tro-
phy debut in 1996-7 and in his

very second game bowled Rail-
ways to victory over lowly
Vidarbha with figures of 6 for
28 (including a hat-trick) and
3 for 27. He ended his first
Ranji season with 16 wickets
from six matches at an eco-
nomical 19.38 runs per wicket.
In his second Ranji season he
took 14 wickets at 18.43 with 6
for 35, his best, ensuring an in-
nings victory over Rajasthan.
He bowled his way into the
Central Zone squad for the
Duleep Trophy in 1997-98.
Kartik is no mean performer
as a lefthand bat. He added 143
for the eighth wicket with me-
dium pacer Zakir Hussain (97)
in the Super League against
Bengal in his maiden Ranji sca-
son, scoring 74. Railways and
Central Zone have now moved
him up the bacting order.
When Kartik began his ca-
reer, he opened the bowling
with the new ball, especially in
the one-day matches. His
former Railways captain K.
Bharathan claims, “I tried him
with the new ball and he suc-
cceded with it.” During his first
major tour with an Indian
team, Kartik opened the bowl-
ing attack with Ajit Agarkar for
India ‘A’ in the One-Day inter-
nationals in Pakistan earlier
this year. He managed to dis-
miss the hard-hitting Shahid
Afridi cheaply in the second
game, but Afridi had the better
of Kartik and the other Indian
bowlers in the third encounter.
Kartik’s commitment to the
game was demonstrated when,
less than a month after losing
his mother in August 1996, he
spun his team, India Cements,
to title victory against Hydera-
bad in the All-India Buchi
Babu tournament with 7 for 61.
His India Cements skipper V B
Chandrasekhar sums up this

match winner, “He is an excep-

studying XII in PSBB.

Murali Kartik, the young left-arm
spinning success in the recent Buchi
Babu tournament, flights the ball.
tionally good leftarm spinner,
an attacking one that is rarely
found today”, and was sur-
prised that Kartik has not yet
earned a senior India cap.
Kartik plays for the Chandra-
sckhar-led Vijay CC in the
TNCA premier league. Says
Bharathan “He has variety,
Bedi's flight and Maninder
Singh's armball are his main
weapons. He is also a sound bat
and a very gooed fielder. He'll
play for India within the next
two years.”

Kartik, who credits Md.
Igbal (in Chennai) and Gurch-
aran Singh, Bedi and Maninder
Singh {in Delhi), with his
progress, however, says “I listen
only to Bedi sir and Maninder
and rectify my mistakes talking
to them. I do not want to be
confused listening to many”.
The strictly vegetarian Kartik's
hobbies include sleeping, lis-
tening to ghazals and Western
music and watching cricket.
Even today, he plays strect
cricket with his friends in his
colony. Joining them is another
cricket enthusiast — his
younger brother, Kausik,
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